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PETITION FOR PAROLE BLOCK 

State of New York Division of Parole 

97 Central Ave. 

Albany, New York 12206 

Attn:  Christine Robinson and Barbara Tobin 

 

Re: ROBERT McCAIN, NYSID#4638442M:DIN#81B1327, Hearing, June, 2011 

Re: RICHARD LaBARBERA, NYSID#32268395H: DIN#81A2806, Hearing, May, 2011 

 

On October 28, 1980, Richard LaBarbera and Robert McCain savagely attacked, sexually assaulted, and 

brutally murdered 16 year old Paula Bohovesky.  It was 7 p.m. and Paula was walking home from her 

after school job at the Pearl River Library.  McCain slammed a piece of broken pavement into her head, 

viciously beat her and broke her larynx so she could not cry out.  He then tried to rape her as LaBarbara 

watched.  It was a classic attack; he knew exactly what he was doing.  As Paula lay there, LaBarbara, 

feeling no pity for the helpless and dying girl, sodomized and then stabbed her in the back five times.  

Paula suffered and died alone.  Paula was an honor student and a much loved and valued member of the 

community. 

 

Both men were tried and convicted for the murder of Paula Bohovesky and received the maximum  

sentence of 25 years to life.  They were denied parole in 2005, 2007 and 2009, and are now up for parole 

again.  Dr. Zugibe, the MedicalExaminer, said that it was the most brutal attack he had seen.   We 

believe that those who commit violent sex crimes cannot be trusted not to kill again.  We do not believe 

that either Richard LaBarbera and Robert McCain should be granted parole and we plead with you to 

help us deny it to them.  Society has a responsibility to protect the innocent.                                                                                                
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